THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
Julian's Empire, Apostasy, and Death. Late in 360,
when Julian was still only twenty-nine, his cousin the Emperor
Constantius, in Constantinople, ordered him home. Con-
stantius had grown alarmed at Julian's popularity with the
western armies he commanded, and desired to deprive him of
his command. But the army in Gaul mutinied against the
Emperor's order and declared Julian Emperor. He marched
with them, and a number of allies from the German tribes,
right across Europe towards Constantinople. Before he got
there (in 361) Constantius had died and Julian was sole Emperor.
He had now openly declared his apostasy and began to work
hard at stopping the progress of the Catholic Church. He had
strong backing, for many of the richest men and most powerful
officials and soldiers were still Pagan and thought the Church
the cause of all the increasing difficulties and decline. But
Julian had little time in which to try his experiment of restoring
Paganism and stamping out Catholicism, for he was killed in
363, fighting on the Mesopotamian frontier of the Empire
against the Persians. The Army, after a few months of Jovian,
put at their head for Emperor a general who had risen from the
ranks called Valentinian—a Christian.
Increasing Insecurity of England. In the very first year
of Valentinian, 364, there were bad raids, and especially into
Britain. Pirates from over the North Sea attacked the eastern
shores, and Scottish raiders crossed the border once more. The
eastern and southern coasts of England were probably already
fortified and garrisoned with Saxons taken into the pay of the
Empire, just as the lower Rhine was garrisoned by Prankish
soldiers incorporated with the Roman Army, for shortly after
we find all this coast from the Wash to the Wight called "the
Saxon shore," and the same name is given to a fortified coast
with Saxon, garrisons on the opposite side of the Channel. We
hear later of a Saxon garrison in Normandy, and there are many
Saxon names of places in France near the Straits of Dover, .No
doubt these Saxons settled in the Empire and, forming part of
the Roman forces, were often able to beat off their fellows
who came from over sea outside the Empire to loot; but on this
occasion the outer men, the pirates, were successful. They
won some important action, and Fullofaudes, the general
commanding "the Saxon shore," was killed. At the same time
Nectaridus, who commanded in the North, was defeated and

